HAROLD WEISBERG 

7627 Old Receiver Rd. 

Frederick, MD 21702 

iiep. Jolui Levjis (Georgia) 0 /I 6/98 

Houise of Representatives 
ffasliington, IXj 20915 

Dear Congressman Levfis, 

'i'he request of the King fainily that something like the V.'arren Commission 
he establi.ohed to assess alleged nev; evidence supposed to relate to the assassina- 
tion of Dr. K-ing may be an invitation to a disaster, iljdiffei-ent inquiry is 
needed. Host of tliat supposed evidence does not stack. The FB! will have little 
trouble viixiing ttat out, which v;ill also mean more disillusionment. 

Rldsase excuse my typing. I'm 85, feeble and in imparied health and it can 
be no better. 

Right i.ifter the King assassination I wrote the book Ffeme -Up. After it 
appeared I was able to arrange for Carnes Earl Ray to have pro bono counsel who 
X'/ould iiave no conflct of interest. I was the case investigator, I alone con- 
ducted the investj^tion for the successful habeas corpus petition and then for 
the two Weeks of evidentiary hearing in ^mphis in 1974. The evidence I developed 
and the lawyers presented confronted the judge, who wanted to continue to live in 



and sit on 



in I'lemphis^ with what led him to say in his decision in 



wliich he denied -Elay the trial we sought that guilt or innocence x<ere immaterial 
to what was befoi'e him. The basis for seeking a new trial were that the guilty 
pleas was not voluntai’y and tlat Pay did not have the effective assistance o^ 
counsel. With the country's then most famous criminal lawyer Ray's lawyer, how to 
prove he did not render effective assistance |fell to me. I decided that the only 
way was to, in effect, try the case alleged against l^y. That is wliat we did, and 
it was without refutation. V/e presented wliat Foreman, the lawyer who coerced 

Ray to enter tlie guilty plea, could have produced tiiat was exculpatory and Fore- 
man did not. 

The inqtiiry thdt is needed, at least the initial inquiry, is into the evi- 
dence tlie government alleged amd based on which Ray was coerced by his lawyer 
to agree to tiie plea. None of it stacks. Not . a bit of it. There was wh^t t be- 
lieve was perjurj" and its subornation to get Ray extradited and that extradition 
Vlas in violation of the treaty with 5reat '^ritain on extradition. N^either the 
FBI not Tennessee authorities could even place Ray in flemphis at the time of the 
crime. The unrefuted testimony we produced is tliat it v;as physically im- 
possible for the crkme, for the shooting to have been as officially alleged. In 
addition, there was no proof that the fatal bullet was fired from the Ray rifle 
and the actual! tj'' is that it was not and could not have been. 
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There is more like tliis b^t do not ■want to take your time for more unless 
you want more. “Miich X hope you will while I am still alive and can help do what 
can be done about tha't monstrous injustice, 

1 have just finished going over a little of the evidence in writing a 
book tf-at lias no project oi publica'!;ion but will be a record for our history. 

The title is Vlhorin^; with History: How Geral^ Posner ihrotects the ■*%ng Assassins, 

After we fa;Lled to ^et liay the trial no Tennessee judge of the e^'rly 1970s 
would have given him, I filed C. A. 75-1 996 in federal district court in V/ashington 
for the ()epartment of Justice's and the FBI '_5 relevant information. They stonewalled 
tliat lawsuit but I nonetheless wound up with about 00,000 pages tha't hag/ been 
secret. Most of that is FBI records, what it refex's to as its MURKIM records, of 
headquarters and of "Stmt six or seven f i^Sc^ffices , including Atlanta and Bir- 
mingham, 

What presents a real problem is political si^rvival of exposing the FBI 

and exposing it is essential if there is -to be an hiinest inquiry. I've had 

some experience with it and it can get pretty dirty and it can hgrt th*se who can 

be subject to hu:rt, ranging from I'lembers of Oongress to Members of any Presidential 

ComrmLssion, (l have an FBI record from a different lavrsuit in vjliich it records 

, p 

that as soon as the V/arren Oommisaion was apointed it prepared, its word, "dos- 
siers" on the ^'^embers and on the staff 'tixice- once wlien appointed and again when 
the Report was issued. 

liven with Republican control of the tlongress I aia inclined to believe that 
a Congressional iLnvesti^ation, in which there is no executive session, might work 
better. (VJhon I woi’ked for the Senate in the 1930s I prepared hearings.) There 
will be those who will want to protect the reputation of the FBI in every pos- 
sible Way but wi'th any coverage, and v;ith a stenograpldc record, much can be 
accomplished and I tliink that without question it can be proven that Ray was not 
the assassin. I think I have tiiat evidence^ in part under oath in the 1374 hwar- 
ing, wliich the FBI boycotted and did not appear to defend itself, and in the 
FBI's own records . 

VJe had a reputable criminaliist who lias since become more famous. His testi- 

momy was not only that the crime was impossible as alleged but that, when the 

FBI alleged tliat it could not determine whether or not the fatal bullet was 

fired from the r:Lfle tliat Ray bought tliat the specimen he examined when I took 

U/ J 

him to the clerk of the cojfrt's office to Examine it with his microscope and to 

H 

■Ska epic-tres of it was that by test firing tliat rifle and recovering specimens 
he would be able to testify unequivocally that the bullet had or had not been^ 




fired from tliai rifle, --n the affidavit used to extradite I?ay, the FBI's 
.^^b's ballistic expert attested tliat he could not^ay tiiat it had or had 
not been fired from tliat rifle. As we left the offiedof theclerl^ of the court, ^ 
out criminalist told ne he wished he had specimens that good^^^dt^iaost of his 
cases, it was tlijit g'lod a specimen. 

There -..'ere those who sought benefit from loalcing stories aj> and giving them 
to the government. One got away with tiiat before the Uouse committee on assassi- 
nations in the 1970s. Bui the Fif had some good leads it did not follow up on. 

One was that with day in Los Angeles, he got a phone call from a man who 
gave the name James C. ■^ardin, f^st from Atlanta and then from Nga OrleEins^jf 
ff e left the message at the'^Si' hotel in which Ray was then living for liim to 
phone tjajcdin. Then Hardin showed uo and it was right after that that Ray left 
on the trip east tliat ended with himjbbeing framed with the ■‘ting assassination. 

According to records I got in C.A.75-1996, Hordin' was a symbol i nf nrmer o f 
t he /3['tl anta^Bl. He was supposedly involved in the violence at the integration 
of the iiniversity of I-Iississippi where he was allegedly knoTO as 'jdshmore," These 
are the Mil's own records I have and while there may be some question about 
■‘^krdin, the case agent told me he was a symbol informer, as the records states. 

Those records reflect no questioning of Hardibn by the FBI! 

Toy can send ahyone you'd like to search them and to copy anything wanted. 

It is not possible to avoid the suspicion tliat Hardin was part of setting Ray 
up, ■‘‘his does not mean for the FBI and do not believe tliat line for a minute, 
Hardin had an Atlanta criminal); recorci^ and he served other interests, not only 
the FBI's, I enclose a fev; samples ^ 

There was a man who had been sent in by the international union who left it 
after the assassination, became a drunk, and in a drunlcen lament said he had 
advance knowledgei. I develcQped tliis without knowing thcit the FBI had it but 
the FBI did and fifeain, it made no effort to locate and speak tliat man, ^ used 
the name "Harris." V/hen 1 wrote the union seeking to learn who they had sent to 
rtempliis its genral counsel, named Zwerdling, referred me to the FJI! And sent 
it a copy or my letter and of his. 

From my work as Ray's investigator there may be some substantia"tion of one 
of those he , ffarris, said was behind the assassination. 

If you are interested and send anyone (l can't offer to go there because it 
may be too much for me) all liave is available and willing to be taped and 
to attest to anytidng I say. 

V/liat follows is not intended as boasting. Rather is it to give you reason 
to believe what I toll you. 
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Most of inir work has heon on the assassination of President Kennedy. I've 
published about ten books, beginning with the first on tliat subject. It is 
severely easfcx critical many in the F^I and who whre on the V/arren Commission 
staff. In those more than 30 years ^ iiave riot had a single phone call or letter 
from ary of them cOfiplaining that I was unfair to, him or inaccurate about him. 
When 4 put some ;i^' formation in the hands of Senator^li^sell he en^r|ikged my 
work for the rest of hits life. Oopies on request. He and Senator ^ooper did 
not agi'ee with the basis of thajfreport, tlie so-called single-bullet theory, I 
showed Ruseell, with official records, how and Cooper had had their trust 
imps^d upon in wliat tnev had been led to believe vras a compromise and wasn't. 

There is no conspiracy theorizing in any of those books. They come ..from 
the official evidence only. 

Recently the Department of Justice inr^ector general, in the course of 
making a few criticisms of the FBI's lab^, did say tiiat it djd not perjure. 

Tliat was not much ©f an investigation! When ^ faced its perjury in 
OA 75-226 I pat myself under oath rather than liide behind inimnne lawyers' 
pleadings and 1 swore tliat it had given tiiat court pernurt. Its farput 
defense, wliich the col^rt actj^lly accepted, was that I could make such charges 
ad infinitim since 1 knew more about the assassination and surrounding 
matters tiian anyone working foxr the Fl'il, 

Thereafter repeated the charge against other agents, under oath myself, 
while the courts ignored it, no cliarge was laid on me. 

If I said wbat ^ could not prove they'd have liad me in jail so fast! 

This is the record of my books. 

No siiyglficant error lias been shovm in any of them and several federal 
agencies sure tried and wanted to find errors in them! 

Congressman, I ask nothing for myself in this but I do hop(? tliat what can 
succeed can be tried, what cannot be defecated as easily as the efforts to 
solve the case. That can t be done easily when there vras no official in- 
vestigation of the case itself. 

There is reason to believe my yohone may not be private sHy more and there 
has been theft of some of my files but I use the phone withoui regard to 
eavesdiopping, but the possibility of it I want you to Icnow. % phone is 
301^473-8186. 

With all best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

^^old V/eisberg 




